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PURCHASE OF CHINESE 
PAINTING 

AN Oriental feature of Interest is 
the recently purchased painting 
of "Bamboos in wind and rain" 
by Wu Chen of the Yuan dynasty. The 
artist, who was one of the four great 
masters of his period, is celebrated as a 
painter of landscape but is known 
especially for his pictures of bamboos. 

It is probably owing to its durability 
that the bamboo became one of the em- 
blems of longevity. Its decorative lines 
cause it to be a frequent motif in both 
Chinese and Japanese art. As many as 
sixty varieties of the bamboo are men- 
tioned by Chinese writers, the common 
yellow species extending over the eastern 
and southern provinces of China. 

Among the many uses to which the 
bamboo is put is the cutting of the roots 
into fantastic shapes or turning them 
into oval sticks for worshipers to divine 
whether the gods will grant their peti- 
tions. It produces its seeds, according to 
a popular Chinese belief, in years of 
famine to supply the deficiencies of other 
crops. 

"Bamboos in wind and rain" is re- 
garded by experts as a masterpiece of 
unusual importance. In possessing it the 
museum is especially fortunate. 




Bamboos in Wind and Rain 



EXHIBITION OF JAPANESE PRINTS 



ANEW selection of Japanese color 
prints from the Clarence Buck- 
ingham collection has been hung 
in Gallery 46 and will remain on ex- 
hibition until about the first of May. 
The artists represented are Kitao Shlge- 



masa and his pupil Kitao Masanobu, 
Katsukawa Shuncho, and Kubo Shun- 
man. Of these Shigemasa was the older. 
The prints by him in this collection show 
the different stages of his work. The 
earliest of them was published about 
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